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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Tuesday 15th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College 
 

Wednesday 16th Sept 
Pop Up Uniform Shop 

8.30am in undercover area 
 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

Entry by gold coin donation 
 

Foundation & Year 1: 
4.15pm - 5pm 

 

Year 2 & 3: 5pm-5.45pm 
 

Year 4 & 5: 5.45pm-6.30pm 
 

Year 6: 6.30pm-7.15pm 
 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 – 

2.20pm finish 
 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Adekate Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
9.30am Start of T4/ 
Mercy Day Mass at 

St Alipius Church 
 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Junior Sports Day @ SFX 
for F-Y2 and Yr 6 Sports 

Captains 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
Greater Western Region 

Basketball (Girls A) at 
Selkirk Stadium 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

Our term draws to a close this week, and I think we have all earned a well-deserved break! 

Over the past ten weeks, our school community has certainly been busy. We have navigated 
school camps, Book Week, Sacraments, excursions, celebrations, Student-Led Conferences, 
music showcases and so much more. Amongst all these wonderful opportunities and 
experiences, we have also managed to pack in plenty of learning! 

I would like to acknowledge our students, who have worked diligently to make the most of 
every day at school. Their willingness to embrace challenge, learn from experience and 
celebrate success has contributed to what has been a very successful term. 

Of course, our staff have worked incredibly hard as well. Their commitment to bringing out the 
best in every student is matched by the care, encouragement and support they show each 
day. I am very grateful for all that they do for our children and our community. 

As we look towards the holidays, I wish all our families 
a restful and enjoyable break. May the opportunity to 
slow down, recharge and spend time together allow 
you to enjoy the emerging beauty of spring. Happy 
holidays, everyone! 

God bless,  

  
Mark Hogbin 
 
End of Term – Start of Term 
Classes cease for third term on Friday 18 September at 2.20pm. Classes will resume for term 
four on Monday 5 October at 9.00am.  

 

Mercy Mass 

 
We warmly invite you to join us for our annual Mercy Mass at St. Alipius 
Church on Friday 9 October at 9.30am. This Mass celebrates our Mercy story 
which is both rich and alive in our school. At this Mass we will also ask God to 
bless our school and our endeavors throughout term four. 
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Friday 23rd October 
Yr 2 Pax Hill Camp 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1GT 

 

Wednesday 28th October 
Division Golf Tournament 

@ Mt Xavier Golf Club 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Thursday 5th November 
3.30pm-6pm 

Art Exhibition in school gym 
Gold coin donation 

 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

Friday 13th November 
12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 2TS 

 

Colour Run 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6JS 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 4ZA 

 

Friday 4th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass in 

school gym 
 

Thursday 10th December 
5pm Christmas Carols 

 

Monday 14th December 
Year 6 Big Day Out 

 

Tuesday 15th December 
5.30pm Year 6 Graduation 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Indigenous Garden Working Bee 
The students in 4RR were very busy last week as they set to work improving our Indigenous 
garden area. This is part of the work they have been doing as they learn to care for our 
common home. Ms. Sarah Page, a great friend to our school and member of Catholic 
Education, Ballarat donated some very special new plants and worked with the children to set 
them into the garden. Well done 4RR! 

 
Market Day 
Our Year 6 students provided a very special afternoon of activities on Friday as we came 
together to celebrate Market Day at school.  
 
First Aid : Influenza A Update 
Influenza A is currently circulating in Ballarat with cases affecting our school community. 
Common symptoms include: fever, cough, sore throat, headache, body aches and fatigue. 
To help reduce the spread please keep your child home while they are unwell and have 
active flu symptoms to avoid spreading to other students and staff and notify the school of 
their absence. 
Students with Influenza or Influenza like Illness should remain at home until they are well. 
In accordance with the Victorian Government School Exclusion Table there is no set exclusion 
period for Influenza. Students may return when they are completely well and free of acute 
symptoms. 
Regular hand washing and sanitising and cough and sneeze etiquette are the best ways to 
limit the spread of infection. 
Thank you for helping us protect our students, staff and families. 
 

 
Sacrament of Confirmation 

We wish all of our Year 3 students preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation this week every blessing as they take this important step in their 
faith journey. 

Confirmation will be celebrated on Tuesday 15 September at 6:00 pm at 
Damascus College. 

We ask our school community to keep these students and their families in our prayers as they 
prepare for this special celebration. 

If families have any questions regarding Confirmation, please contact Cathy Prunty, Parish 
Sacramental Coordinator, through the St Alipius Parish Office on 5332 6611. 
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New Newsletter Format 
Thank you to the large number of families who have already subscribed to our 
new and more user friendly school newsletter . 

We want our newsletter to be easy to access, simple to navigate and an 
effective way of keeping families connected with all that is happening at Saint 
Francis Xavier Primary School. 

In week 6 of term 4, we will transition to this new format.  We invite those who 
haven’t already subscribed, to do so today. By subscribing, you will 
automatically receive the newsletter in its new format as soon as it is launched. 

To subscribe, simply follow the prompts using the QR code. 

We look forward to sharing our new-look newsletter with you and continuing to 
improve the way we communicate with our families. 
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Auslan at SFX – Celebrating Our Skills and the Deaf Community 

There is plenty happening in the world of Auslan as we finish 
Term 3! 

This week, we are excited to hold our very first SFX Auslan 
Spelling Bee! More than 60 students from Years 4–6 have 
signed up to put their fingerspelling skills to the test. Students 
will be shown a picture and challenged to accurately and 
fluently fingerspell the word in Auslan. We are looking forward 
to seeing our students showcase the skills they have developed 
and wish all of our participants the very best of luck! 

The beginning of the school holidays also marks National Week 
of Deaf People, held across Australia from 21–27 September 
2026. This year’s theme is “Declaring Deaf People’s Human 
Rights.” 

National Week of Deaf People is an important opportunity to 
celebrate Deaf people, Auslan, Deaf culture, history and 

achievements, while also building greater awareness and understanding of the Australian Deaf community. 

Wednesday 23 September is also International Day of Sign Languages, making it a particularly special day to 
recognise and celebrate languages such as Auslan. The date recognises the founding of the World Federation of the 
Deaf in 1951. 

National Week of Deaf People is a wonderful reminder that Auslan is not simply something we learn in the classroom 
— it is the language of a vibrant Australian community, with its own rich culture and history. 

 
SAVE THE DATE!    Please save the date for our biannual SFX Art Exhibition!  More information to come! 
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Celebrating Footy, Role Models and Finals Fever! 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a wonderful week to celebrate our love of footy! With 
Footy Colours Day this week and the excitement of the finals 
just around the corner, there has been plenty of footy spirit 
around our school. 

It has also been fantastic to see some of our teachers 
embracing their love of football and playing at such a high 
level. What wonderful role models they are for our students! 

Seeing both women and men confidently participating in sport, challenging stereotypes and pursuing something 
they love sends such an important message to our children. It reminds us that our interests, talents and 
opportunities should never be limited by gender. 

These everyday examples help our students see that girls can be strong, competitive and passionate about sport, 
and boys can be caring, creative and supportive. By challenging traditional gender stereotypes, we help create a 
school community where every child feels free to be themselves and pursue their own interests. 

As we enjoy Footy Colours Day and get ready for the finals, we can celebrate not only the game we love, but also the 
wonderful diversity of people who make our sporting communities so special. Go team! 

 
 

 

             Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
             Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                            

 

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

 
Division Athletics. 
It was a very successful day for our athletes last Wednesday at 
the Eureka Division Athletics competition. All 19 students 
represented our school with enthusiasm, determination and 
excellent sportspersonship across a range of track and field 
events and all finished in the top 3 in all of their events! 
We are incredibly proud of everyone who competed and 
congratulate all students on their outstanding efforts and 
achievements. Well done to our athletes and congratulations to 
the 15 students that have qualified for the Greater Western 
Region event early next term. 
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Foundation - Year 2 Junior Sports Day. 
The final touches are being made in the planning for our annual F-2 Junior Sports Day.  
2026 will see the event being held at SFX on the top oval on Friday October 16. 
A brief timeline of the day:  
9:30am: Welcome / Organised for first activity 
9:45am - 11:00am: Rotations 
11:00am - 11:30am: Normal break time 
11:30am - 11:45am: Normal lunch time / Hot Lunches 
11:50am: Organised for running events 
11:55am - 12:40pm: Sprint races & Relays 
12:45pm: Conclusion 
12:50pm: Resume normal school day 
Please keep an eye out for additional information. 
 
Local Finals 
Good luck to all of the students and staff that are currently participating in local basketball, football and netball 
grand finals. Keep enjoying the game, doing your best and being the best teammate you can be. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 4: 

• Week 1 - Friday Oct 9th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 4, 5 & 6) 
• Week 2 - Friday Oct 16th - Junior Sports Day @ SFX (F-Y2 & Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
• Week 3 - Friday October 23rd - Greater Western Region Basketball (Girls A) @ Selkirk Stadium 
• Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 28th - Division Golf tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from 

Yr 5/6) 
• Week 5 - Friday Nov 6th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a wonderful week. 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

• School Disco – Thursday 17th September 
Foundation & Year 1: 4.15pm - 5pm 
Year 2 & Year 3: 5pm – 5.45pm 
Year 4 & Year 5: 5.45pm – 6.30pm 
Year 6: 6.30pm – 7.15pm 
Entry is a Gold Coin donation – lollies, popcorn, chips & Slushies available to purchase after each session 

   
• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am  

   Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class  
   chat group 

  
• Milkshake Mondays    $1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 

We require 5 volunteers to assist each week please sign up via the link sent in your Class chat  
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• Uniform Shop    Pop up shop – Wednesday 16th September – 8.30am in the undercover area 
 
• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The P&F relies on volunteers each and every week to help pack Hot Lunches and assist with Milkshake 
Mondays. 
Your class rep shares the volunteer sign up link in your class chat on a regular basis.  The links cover the 
entire term, allowing you to choose a date that suits you well in advance. 
Unfortunately, we are finding it increasingly difficult to fill all volunteer spots each week.  Without enough 
volunteers, we may need to reduce or change the frequency of these much-loved treats for our children.  
If you have an hour or 2 spare, please consider signing up for a shift.  Every volunteer makes a real 
difference, and your support helps ensure we can continue to offer these special treats for our children, 
please don’t think oh someone else will do it – we are a large community and if each family volunteered 
once or twice a year it would ease the constant request for volunteers. 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
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