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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Tuesday 8th September  
Bravehearts visit 

11.40am Foundation 
 12.30pm Year 1 & 2    

 

Wednesday 9th September  
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

6pm in the Library 
Instrumental Music 

Showcase by Tim’s students 
 

Thursday 10th September  
6pm in the Library 

Instrumental Music 
Showcase by Lauren’s 

students, Chris’ students 
and our choir 

 

Friday 11th September 
1.45pm-3.00pm 

Market Day 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Tuesday 15th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College 
 

Wednesday 16th Sept 
Pop Up Uniform Shop 

8.30am in undercover area 
 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

Entry by gold coin donation 
 

Foundation & Year 1: 
4.15pm - 5pm 

 

Year 2 & 3: 5pm-5.45pm 
 

Year 4 & 5: 5.45pm-6.30pm 
 

Year 6: 6.30pm-7.15pm 
 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

This week I was fortunate to attend the Australian Primary Principals Conference in Canberra. 
It was a wonderful opportunity to spend a few days in our nation’s capital, learning from 
inspirational keynote speakers and connecting with colleagues from government, independent 
and Catholic schools from across Australia. 

The conference brought together an exceptional group of national thought leaders, educators, 
psychologists and social commentators whose work explored issues including leadership, 
wellbeing, public ideas, digital impact, gender equality and youth empowerment. 

The speakers offered a rich blend of academic expertise, practical leadership experience and 
contemporary Australian social insights. Their presentations provided plenty of opportunities 
to reflect on the challenges and opportunities facing primary schools and the important role 
that school leaders play in responding to them. 

The Federal Minister for Education, Mr Jason Clare, also attended the conference and spoke 
passionately about the importance of primary education and the significant role primary 
school principals play in shaping the lives and futures of young Australians. 

While the conference provided plenty of opportunities to learn, it also gave me some valuable 
time to reflect on the many strengths of our own school. I was reminded of just how much we 
can be proud of at Saint Francis Xavier. Our commitment to providing an excellent education 
for every student, our focus on the wellbeing of our children, our dedication to growing in 
faith and our strong sense of community are all wonderful strengths. 

At the same time, conferences such as this encourage us to look beyond what we are doing 
today and consider what we might do even better tomorrow. There are always new ideas to 
explore, new opportunities to embrace and ways in which we can build upon the strong 
foundations we have established. 

As my school report cards used to say so often: there is always room for improvement! 

I returned from Canberra feeling both proud of our school and energised about the 
opportunities that lie ahead. Most importantly, I was reminded that the work we do together 
— staff, students and families — really does matter. It is through our shared commitment to 
our children that we continue to grow as a strong and caring school community. 

God bless,  

  
Mark Hogbin 
 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Monday 7th September 2026 
Term 3 Week 9 

 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   
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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Adekate Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
9.30am Start of T4/ 
Mercy Day Mass at 

St Alipius Church 
 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Junior Sports Day @ SFX 
for F-Y2 and Yr 6 Sports 

Captains 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
Greater Western Region 

Basketball (Girls A) at 
Selkirk Stadium 

 

Yr 2 Pax Hill Camp 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1GT 

 

Wednesday 28th October 
Division Golf Tournament 

@ Mt Xavier Golf Club 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Thursday 5th November 
3.30pm-6pm 

Art Exhibition in school gym 
Gold coin donation 

 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 4ZA 

 

Friday 13th November 
12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 2TS 

 

Colour Run 
 

Father’s & Special Friends Celebrations 
Thank you to all families and friends of our school who supported our Father’s Day events last 
week. A small team of parents managed to ensure that every child had the opportunity to 
purchase a gift, and our gathering on Friday afternoon was very special. Mr. Marshall; Dad, 
teacher and Religious Education Leader produced a very appropriate service for us to share. 
We hope that all dads had a great day, and a very happy Sunday. 

Student Led Conferences 
Our students proudly showcased their learning last week for the second time this year. The 
Student Led Conferences form part of our commitment to reporting each students learning 
successes to parents in a format that allows for the student to have an active role in the 
process. We hope that all families had the opportunity to celebrate learning together and we 
thank you for supporting your children’s learning at school. 

New Newsletter Format 
As part of our ongoing commitment to improving the way we communicate with our school 
community, we have been making a number of changes to our online presence this year. 
These have included updating our school newsletter, strengthening our email communications 
and introducing clearer guidelines around the use of images for school purposes. 

Our next step is to introduce a new and more user-friendly format for our school newsletter. 
We want our newsletter to be easy to access, simple to navigate and an effective way of 
keeping families connected with all that is happening at Saint Francis Xavier Primary School. 

Over the coming weeks, we will transition to this new format, and we invite you to subscribe 
from today. By subscribing, you will automatically receive the newsletter in its new format as 
soon as it is launched. 

To subscribe, simply follow the prompts using the QR code below. 

We look forward to sharing our new-look newsletter with you and continuing to improve the 
way we communicate with our families. 
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Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6JS 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass in 

school gym 
 

Thursday 10th December 
5pm Christmas Carols 

 

Monday 14th December 
Year 6 Big Day Out 

 

Tuesday 15th December 
5.30pm Year 6 Graduation 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 

 
 
We're very excited about our upcoming 
Instrumental Music Showcase evenings! 
These events are an informal opportunity 
for children who learn an instrument at St 
Francis Xavier to share their learning with 
their families and friends, with an 
encouraging audience and the support of 
their music tutor! 

Families involved in our instrumental 
music program are asked to keep an eye 
on their emails and seesaw for further 
information! 

Tim's students will share their learning on 
Wednesday September 9, and Chris and 
Lauren's students, along with our choir, 
will share their learning on Thursday 
September 10.  

  
SAVE THE DATE! 

Please save the date for our biannual SFX Art Exhibition!  More information to come! 
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Fathers & Special Friends Day 
 

A heartfelt thank you to all the fathers and special friends who joined us last Friday for our Fathers & Special Friends 
Day afternoon tea and liturgy. 
 

 

It was wonderful to see so many members of our 
school community gathering to celebrate the 
important role that fathers, grandfathers, carers and 
special people play in the lives of our students. Thank 
you for sharing this special afternoon with us and 
helping to create such a warm and joyful atmosphere. 
We are also incredibly proud of our students and staff 
who prepared and led the liturgy with such reverence 
and care. 
 

 
This Week's Gospel – Where Two or Three Are Gathered (Matthew 18:15–20) 

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus reminds his disciples of the importance of relationships, forgiveness and community. 
He finishes with these comforting words: 

"For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them." 

Jesus reminds us that God is not only present in churches or special occasions. He is with us whenever we come 
together in love, prayer and support of one another. 

Whether we're gathered as a family around the dinner table, celebrating together at school, or helping a friend 
through a difficult time, Christ is present in those moments of connection. 

A message for families: 

We continue to celebrate the Season of Creation, reflecting on our shared responsibility to care for God's creation. 
This week also includes Threatened Species Day, reminding us of the importance of protecting the unique plants and 
animals that share our world. 

As people of faith, we are called to care not only for one another, but also for the Earth that God has entrusted to us. 

A family reflection: 

When do we feel most connected as a family? 

How can we care for God's creation in simple ways this week? 
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Our challenge for the week: 

Choose one way to strengthen your family or community this week. 

• Spend time together without distractions. 
• Say a prayer together as a family. 
• Do one small thing to care for the environment or protect wildlife. 

When we gather with love, kindness and faith, we make space for Christ to be present among us. 

 
 

Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 
 

Curriculum News 
 

Student-Led Conferences 
A huge thank you to our wonderful students and teachers for their enthusiasm, 
preparation and effort in making our Student-Led Conferences such a success last 
week. 
Student-Led Conferences are an important part of our school reporting cycle. They 
provide students with an opportunity to take ownership of their learning and share 
their achievements, progress and goals with their parents and carers. 
 

These conferences help students to: 
• showcase their learning and progress through evidence and examples 
• develop reflection and self-evaluation skills, building confidence in their learning 
• strengthen organisation and communication skills 
• encourage open and honest conversations between students, parents/carers and teachers 
• take greater responsibility and ownership of their learning 
• give parents and carers a deeper understanding of their child’s learning journey. 

We are incredibly proud of the way our students embraced this opportunity to share their learning and celebrate 
their growth. A special thank you to our families for their support and for taking the time to be part of these 
important conversations. 
 
Bravehearts Incursion F-2 

As part of our Health and Physical Education curriculum, 
our Foundation to Year 2 students will have a wonderful 
opportunity tomorrow to learn with Ditto the Lion Cub 
from Bravehearts.  

This engaging program supports the VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority) 
guidelines, helping children develop an understanding of health, safety, relationships and 
wellbeing in age-appropriate ways. 
More broadly, Health Education at our school encourages all students to explore the factors 
that influence their wellbeing. Students develop skills in respect, inclusion and positive 
decision-making, while learning to challenge stereotypes and assumptions. They also build 

personal and social skills, explore identity and emotions, and learn how to access reliable health information to 
support both their own health and the health of others. Looking forward to seeing Ditto tomorrow. 
 
Enjoy your week. 

 

                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching 
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Congratulations to the students in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 who participated in the Prime Minister’s Spelling Bee this year. 
It was wonderful to see so many super spellers challenging themselves to spell tricky words against the clock! 
Congratulations to the following Class Champions! 

Year 3 Year 5 

Amaiyah Moore, 3LL Oliver Downes, 5LD 

Birdie Toohey, 3ZP Jameson Campbell, 5CC 

Odie Brooks, 3LC Austen Roberts, 5ML 

Year 4 Year 6 

Mila Quandt, 4ZA Olive Lenaghan, 6JS 

Angus Morley, 4KB Alexis Toohey, 6MM  

Banjo Nicholson, 4RR Evangeline Speirs, 6PB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This year we had three students who made the State 
Finals, due to their speed and accuracy - Congratulations 
to: Banjo Nicholson, Angus Morely and Alexis Toohey! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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BRAVEHEARTS VISIT 

 

On Tuesday September 8th, the children in Foundation, Year One and Year Two have the 
opportunity to experience Bravehearts’ personal safety education program Ditto’s Keep Safe 
Adventure Show. The Ditto show is a live, interactive 40 minute performance starring 
Bravehearts’ mascot ‘Ditto’. It includes song, dance, and easy-to-remember messages about 
personal safety.  

The show is underpinned by the following six principles of personal safety:  

• Differentiating ‘yes’ and ‘no’ feelings  

• Recognising the bodies ‘warning signs’  

• Identifying ‘private parts’ and ‘privacy’  

• Helping children identify language and feelings associated with secrets  

• Reinforcing that there is no secret that children cannot tell someone 

 

Parents and carers are WELCOME to attend!  

We would LOVE you to join us!  

Sessions are at 11.40am (Foundation) and 12.30pm (Year One and Two) 
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R U OK Day this week on Thursday September 10 reminds us to check in on our family, colleagues and loved ones. 

R U OK suggests we use four steps to start a conversation about mental health- 

1) Asking R U OK? 

2) Listening with an open mind 

3) Encouraging the person to take positive action 

4) Checking in with the person again to follow up 

 
 

 

 

             Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
             Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                            

 

 

  

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Local Finals 
Good luck to all of the students and staff that are currently participating in local basketball, football and netball finals. 
Keep enjoying the game, doing your best and being the best teammate you can be. 
 
Division Athletics 
Good luck to the 20 students that will be participating in the Eureka Division athletics this Wednesday at Llanberris 
Athletics Reserve. Birdie T, Fletcher H, Milla N, Imogen S, Edward G, Damilare B, Eliza V, Ryder B, Isabella C, Mackenzie 
D, Lawrence W, Charlotte P, Edith B, Nixon G, Jackson R, Isla J, Alexis T, Nellie C, Emily C & Remi J will proudly 
represent our school in various track and field events. We wish you all the best and look forward to hearing how you 
go. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 
Term 4: 

• Week 1 - Friday Oct 9th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
• Week 2 - Friday Oct 16th - Junior Sports Day @ SFX (F-Y2 & Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
• Week 3 - Friday October 23rd - Greater Western Region Basketball (Girls A) @ Selkirk Stadium 
• Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 28th - Division Golf tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from Yr 

5/6) 
• Week 5 - Friday Nov 6th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a wonderful week. 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

• School Disco – Thursday 17th September 
Foundation & Year 1: 4.15pm - 5pm 
Year 2 & Year 3: 5pm – 5.45pm 
Year 4 & Year 5: 5.45pm – 6.30pm 
Year 6: 6.30pm – 7.15pm 
Entry is a Gold Coin donation – lollies, popcorn, chips & Slushies available to purchase after each session 

   
• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am  
   Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class  
   chat group 

  
• Milkshake Mondays 

              $1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
We require 5 volunteers to assist each week please sign up via the link sent in your Class chat  

  
• Uniform Shop    Pop up shop – Wednesday 16th September – 8.30am in the undercover area 
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• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The P&F relies on volunteers each and every week to help pack Hot Lunches and assist with Milkshake 
Mondays. 
Your class rep shares the volunteer sign up link in your class chat on a regular basis.  The links cover the 
entire term, allowing you to choose a date that suits you well in advance. 
Unfortunately, we are finding it increasingly difficult to fill all volunteer spots each week.  Without enough 
volunteers, we may need to reduce or change the frequency of these much-loved treats for our children.  
If you have an hour or 2 spare, please consider signing up for a shift.  Every volunteer makes a real 
difference, and your support helps ensure we can continue to offer these special treats for our children, 
please don’t think oh someone else will do it – we are a large community and if each family volunteered 
once or twice a year it would ease the constant request for volunteers. 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
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